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Ravi Varrier 
CEO, Al Rashed Int. Shipping Co.

Citius, Altius, Fortius .. like the motto of 
the Olympic Games, India has scaled ever 
greater heights making us all proud of our 
nation.

 Despite budgetary constraints, India's 
space program is one of the top 5 space programs in the 
world.

India has the world's largest school - the City Montessori 
School in Lucknow has more than 45 thousand students.

India is the largest producer of movies in the world 
churning out thousands of films annually with billions of 
dollars in revenue.

India is the world's largest producer of milk, contributing 
19% of the world's total with over 150 million tonnes of milk 
production per annum. 

May 26 is celebrated as Science Day in Switzerland in 
honour of former President Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam; because 
on that day, Kalam visited that country.

Water on the moon was discovered by India. 
Chandrayaan-1 data showed evidence of water in the 
exosphere, on the surface and also on the sub-surface (tens 
of meters deep) of the moon.

India's Kumbh Mela festival in Allahabad is billed as the 
largest gathering of humanity on earth, with 110 million 
people.

Let us take the decision to value our nation and be proud 
of all that makes it unique. Let us not forget the sacrifices 
of those who helped us in achieving today’s proud and 
prosperous India.

Happy Republic Day!

Youth is the Future
Each age group in society has its own 

important role to play. Youth are the building 
blocks of a nation. We can undoubtedly say that today’s 
young are tomorrow’s innovators, creators, builders and 
leaders.

Economic progress is triggered when a country creates 
wealth.  To put it succinctly, working age population has to 
be larger than the dependent population.

Today, India is one of the youngest nations in the world 
with more than 54% of its total population below 25 years of 
age. At present, about 34% of India's Gross National Income 
(GNI) is contributed by the youth, aged 15-29 years. India 
has 600 million young people – and they’re set to change 
the world.

For making India a superpower, the youth must contribute 
in every field be it education, sports or politics. Youth has the 
ability to face any challenge. They have a positive influence 
on their fellow young people. 

THE PROGRESS OF OUR COUNTRY LIES IN THE HANDS OF 
ITS YOUTH!

Happy Republic Day!

***
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Ashok Kalra
(Managing Director/Partner)

Mughal Mahal Gen Trad & Cont Co.W.L.L.
Fmr. Hon. Chairman (Indian Community School)

***

It is with great pride and immense 
pleasure that I begin this congratulatory 
message on the occasion of the 71st 
Republic Day of India. 

At the onset, let me extend my 
heartfelt congratulations and best wishes to readers of 
Frontliners and to the entire Indian community in Kuwait, 
as together we celebrate this glorious event in our nation’s 
history.

 On the 26th of January 1950, we as a nation took the 
bold decision to transition from being a dominion of the 
British Commonwealth, and becoming an independent 
democratic republic. On this day, 70 years ago, we decided 
to throw out the archaic Government of India Act of 1935, 
and replace it with the then newly minted Constitution of 
India.

The Constitution, which we adopted on that historic 
day, has since then been the supreme source of law for the 
country; it has been the guiding and governing document 
of India that secures justice, liberty, equality and fraternity for 
and among all citizens of India.

However, the Constitution, which has governed us 
steadfastly for the past seven decades, should not be 
a document that we turn to, only to ensure our rights as 
citizens, or to cite with pride on each Republic Day. Each 
Indian citizen also needs to espouse the ideals enshrined in 
the Constitution in their daily lives.

The Constitution grants us untold privileges as citizens, 
but it also affirms our responsibilities as citizens. Rights and 
responsibilities of citizens go hand in hand; we cannot have 
one without the other. Many of the problems that we see 
around us often arise because we selectively pick our rights 
while ignoring our responsibilities.

The Constitution grants us the right to freedom of speech; 
it also imposes on us the responsibility to not use our freedom 

of expression to vilify another. The Constitution grants us the 
right to protest, it also obliges us with the responsibility to 
obey the law and to protect public property. 

Every Indian is not only legally bound to follow the 
Constitution, but is also morally and ethically obligated to live 
up to, and reinforce, the values enshrined in our Constitution, 
including its unity in diversity. As citizens, we have a moral duty 
to foster the pluralism our Constitution embraces and which 
leads to the multiplicity of cultures, religions and ideologies 
that prevail in our country, and ensures the vibrancy and 
vitality of our democracy.

Let us therefore on this 71st Republic Day decide to 
resolutely defend our constitution and its ideals. Let us lead 
by example; let us show more compassion and acceptance 
of views and beliefs that are different from ours; let us 
celebrate our diversity and make it the bedrock of our unity. 
Let us embrace both the rights and responsibilities vested in 
us by our Constitution.

On another note, as Indians and the largest guest-
community in Kuwait, let us take this opportunity to thank 
the leadership, government and people of Kuwait for 
welcoming and allowing us to share in the prosperity, and 
to contribute to the continued socio-economic growth and 
development of Kuwait.

Happy Republic Day!

Peeyush Jain
COO, ROC Ltd &  

President IIT-IIM Alumni Association

***

Leading India 
towards Self-sufficiency in Food

The Union Ministry of Agriculture and 
Farmers Welfare report claims that the 
country has witnessed record food grains 
production of 277.49 million tons, oilseeds 

and sugarcane production of 29.88 and 353.23 million tons, 
respectively, in 2017-18.

Furthermore, India has emerged as world’s largest milk 
producer and the second largest producer of fruits and 
vegetables.

This huge increase in food production will help India 
eradicate the instances of stunting among children, under 
and mal nutrition among women, children and lactating 
mothers, and guarantee every citizen’s access to adequate 
food round the year through sustainable food systems.

The R&D activities of the Indian Council of Agricultural 
Research (ICAR) Institutes has made it possible for India to 
develop technology and knowledge that has enabled the 
country to increase the production of food grains by 5.4 
times, horticultural crops by 10.1 times, fish by 15.2 times, 
milk 9.7 times and eggs 48.1 times till. The research and late 
development has evident impact on the food and nutritional 
security of country.

The Government of India has introduced multiple 
schemes and programmes to ensure availability of food. 
Some of the important initiatives taken are National Rural 
Health Mission (NRHM), Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY), Mid-
Day Meals (MDM), Indra Gandhi Matritva Sahyog Yojana 
(IGMSY), Kishori Shakti Yojana (KSY), and National Rural 
Drinking Water Programme (NRDWP) etc., to address food 
security and associated problems.

We are surplus in wheat and rice, so the demand has 
reduced. We are also surplus in fruits and vegetables. We will 
reach self-sufficiency in pulses within a few years. 

However, adequate food production is not sufficient to 
ensure food security. Not all food produced is consumed, as 
an enormous amount of food is lost or wasted. Up to 40 per 
cent of the food produced in India is wasted each year.

On this 71st Republic day, let us take an oath to stop 
wasting food, and ensure that healthy and sustainable diets 
are affordable and accessible to everyone.

Happy Republic Day!
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Dr. R. Seetharaman
CEO, Doha Bank Group

On the occasion of the 71st 
anniversary of Indian Republic Day 
which falls on 26th January 2020 I extend 
my warm greetings to all India Citizens.

India is one of the oldest civilizations 
and has a rich and varied heritage. 
The values that guided our freedom 

movement, led by Father of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi 
became the cornerstone of the Independent Indian 
Republic. The great dream of raising a new India from the 
ashes of colonialism reached a historic denouement in 
1947; more important, independence became a turning 
point for an equally dramatic narrative, nation-building. The 
foundations were laid through our Constitution, adopted on 
26 January 1950, which we celebrate each year as Republic 
Day. Its driving principle was a compact between state and 
citizen, a powerful public-private partnership nourished by 
justice, liberty and equality. 

India’s Constitution represented a liberation from 
the stranglehold of traditional inequity in gender, caste, 
community that had chained us for too long. This inspired 
a Cultural Evolution which put Indian society on the track 
to modernity: society changed in a gradual evolution. India 
has secured a respected place in the comity of nations. India 
is the largest democracy and is committed to tolerance, 
harmony, equality, justice, and the rule of law. India today 
is poised for a giant leap from the ranks of developing 
countries to developed countries. India is expected to take 
steps to reverse the economic slowdown of an economy 
that has been one of the engines of global growth. The 
key happening segments in India include an attractive 
investment destination, e- commerce market, largest road 
network, food production, domestic air growth and largest 
startup eco-system.

India is land of unity in diversity. It has different languages, 
customs, art and culture. Indian dance has themes drawn 
from mythology, legends and classical literature. Indian 
literature can date its origins to the oral tradition of the 
Vedas and the great epics of India, which are still an integral 
part of daily life. Indians have a diverse selection of cuisine 

types. India’s Bollywood, Kollywood, Tollywood and other 
regional language films have attracted global audiences. 
Indians have spread across globally on account of their 
knowledge, skill and commitment. On account of this Indian 
culture has also transcended borders in the form of dance, 
literature, food, music, festival or cinema Indian festivals are 
celebrated globally. The Indian Culture has brought Global 
Indian Community closer.

According to IMF Oct 2019, Kuwait economy expected 
to grow by 3.1% in 2020.  Kuwait hopes to attract projects 
in retail, hospitality, healthcare and education. Kuwait is in 
the process of drafting a new law allowing issuance of 30-
year bonds. Kuwait’s Vision 2035 is aimed at transforming the 
country into a regional commercial financial hub.  

India has consistently been among the top ten trading 
partners of Kuwait.  Kuwait India Trade is close to $9bn in 
2018-2019. Kuwait has been a reliable and fourth largest 
supplier of crude oil to India. Kuwait exports to India also 
comprise of Organic Chemicals and plastics. Major items 
exported from India to Kuwait covered a broad range 
including food items, cereals, textiles and garments. In 2019 
India had pitched for more investments from Kuwait and 
Kuwaiti investors should explore the rapid Indian economic 
growth though the investment route as well.

Kuwait is home to a large Indian expatriate population, 
which constantly nurtures and renews the ties of friendship 
and understanding between the two countries. The 
dynamic and lively Indian community in Kuwait continues 
to play its part in the rapid evolution and up gradation of 
ties.  Indians will play an active role on social responsibility, 
global awareness and civic management. We need social 
solidarity and the goals of liberty, equality and the pursuit of 
happiness can bring India together with people from all over 
the world.

On this day we take pride as an Indian and celebrate the 
success of India across various fields in the Global arena and 
once again I extend my Republic day greetings to all Indian 
Citizens.

Jai Hind

***

S.K.Wadhawan
Chairman, Samara Group of  Co.

***

Salute to Indian Army 
Which Fought for Our Pride

India has the world's 2nd largest, 

greatest and bravest armed force. No 

other country has faced such extremism for so long and still 

put up a good fight. 

Our homes are where we feel protected.  All because of 

those brave hearts who stand at our borders. The heroes of 

the Indian Armed Forces who leave their own homes behind 

to ensure we feel safe at our homes. 

In the spirit of selfless sacrifice, the brave heart´s tradition 

is to never question, but to do or die for the Nation´s unity 

and the Indian flag. The men & women of the Indian Armed 

Forces are heroes, mostly unsung. 

I salute the Indian flag and Indian warriors who have 

dedicated their entire life to the nation. Young India should 

be inspired by your bravery. My respect and salute to your 

dedication and brave hearts.

On this special day, post your messages for heroes who 

brave the extremities of nature to protect their extended 

family of 1.3 billion Indians. We, Indians, are very proud of 

our armed forces and are eternally grateful for their valiant 

services in keeping us safe and secure. 

As proud citizens of this country, we stand united behind 

the armed forces in their efforts to counter terrorism and 

respond to any attack on our sovereignty.

Happy Republic Day!
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K.S. Lamba 
MD, Almailem group of companies

India is a rapidly changing country in which 
inclusive, high-quality education is of utmost 
importance for its future prosperity. The 
country has the largest youth population in 
the world—a veritable army of 600 million 
young people under the age of 25.

A citizen must support public education in 
every way possible, through the payment of taxes, through local 
volunteer efforts, through affording this system the respect to which 
its entitled. Public education is the foundation of democracy, 
meant to educate children to be responsible and knowledgeable 
participants in the democratic process. 

Citizens make the future of the country. Many things depend on 
us, citizens.  In my mind, every citizen can do something useful 
for the development of the country. It really doesn’t matter what 
sphere we work in, it is our duty to do everything.

Happy Republic Day.

Happy Republic Day

Mrs. Ananthi Natarajan
President - IFL

India is gem of a country. It's history, 
culture & heritage is as unique as it is rich. 
 
Youth has the power to change 
power to build a stronger, happier 
and more prosperous nation. Work 

with freedom and responsibility to bring the change 
 
We paid a heavy price for our freedom; do not lose it 
to crime and self-interest. Promise to be responsible and 
always work for the pride of the nation.

Happy Republic Day.

Lawrnce D'Souza 
(Managing Director/Partner)
Caesars Group of Companies

Rules are for fools? Data reveals that over 1.5 
lakh Indians not following traffic rules died last 
year alone. Around 46 per cent people who 
met with accidents and died were youngsters 
aged between 18-35. Surveys show that Indian 

drivers are quite impatient and have little respect for traffic rules.

As India grows as a society and  as an economy, it’s important 
that citizens understand the laws that govern them. A citizen has 
a duty to obey the law.  A democracy cannot exist in a lawless 
society, and without the willingness of its citizens to obey the law.

 Let us make sure to obey traffic rules. When everyone is following 
the rules, the roads are more organized, more efficient, and most 
important - more safe to drive on.

Happy Republic Day.
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Chinmya
GM, Kuwait India Exchange

India has been a leading civilization 
centuries ago.  It had great educational 
universities like Nalanda, Takshashila 
followed by Vikramashila, Valabhi, 
Somapura, Jagaddala, Odantapuri and 
Pushpagiri. Its age old value concepts 

were inspired by debate and discussion by then scholars with 
detailed research in their respective fields.  It had developed 
six streams of philosophy called Dharshana - Sankhya, Yoga, 
Nyaya, Vaisheshika, Mimamsa and Vedanta. Thus originality 
and innovation were the foundation for Indian Culture. The 
excellent architectural structures may be seen even now, 
which point to the excellency that India had reached. Who 
will not remember the contribution of zero by Aryabhata, 
the great mathematician and astronomer? India has been 
at the pinnacle of innovation in a large variety of fields from 
urbanisation (Indus Valley civilization) and metallurgy (Iron pillar 
of Delhi) to algebra (invention of Zero) and Science (Raman 
Effect).  Algebra, Trigonometry and Calculus also originated 
in India. The origin of brain game chess is also traced to India. 
The well-structured language Samskrit, refined by Panini, was 
the media of communication by those who were looking for 
knowledge, research and innovation. Yoga and Ayurveda 
are contributions of India to the world. Sushruta is considered 
as the father of surgery. We had a treatise on Arthashastra 
(economics) by Kautilya.

In the recent couple of centuries, particularly after British 
started ruling the country, India saw much decline in its wealth 
and value system, losing the self-pride of ourselves and working 
with sub-servient mind-set. With gaining Independence in 
1947, India is looking forward to regain its lost glory, to grow 
and establish itself as an entity to reckon with.  Visionaries such 
as Shri Homi Bhabha and Dr. Vikram Sarabhai strongly believed 
that S&T that can bring prosperity in our country and alleviate 
hunger and poverty. Later, Dr. Swaminathan, Dr. Kurien, and 
Dr. Kalam established and contributed to various milestones 
in India's scientific history. In the last couple of decades, with 
revolution of computer age, India is again show-casing its 
talent to the world.

The route for India’s resurgence is economic growth. With 
increased purchasing power with the people, India aims 
to improve the education level of masses, and reduction 
in corruption. India have taken substantial steps towards 
transforming India towards an innovation-driven economy, 
with setting up of Atal Tinkering Labs in schools and Atal 
Incubation Centres. Indian population is much younger, 
compared with many present day leading countries and 

this can be to our great advantage, if this resource is well 
deployed by us.  India’s progress can be gleaned in various 
in specialized indexes. India improved its rank on the Global 
Innovation Index for the every year consecutively. From being 
ranked at the 81st position in 2015, India improved its ranking 
to 66th in 2016 and further to 60th in 2017. India inched up one 
spot to rank 129th out of 189 countries on the 2019 Human 
Development Index (HDI) released by the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP). 

In recently released report in October 2019, India has 
moved 14 places to be 63rd among 190 nations in the World 
Bank’s ease of doing business; this is over the improvement 
of 23 places made during the previous yea. India rose by 
three points to 78 in the list of 180 countries in the world, while 
China ranked 87 and Pakistan 117 in 2018 corruption index, 
while the country was in 94th position in 2012. As all of you are 
aware, we have made a revolution in telecommunication, 
with mobiles and mobile based internet reaching nook and 
corner of India. Technology and innovation are at the heart of 
the transformation of India. Seeing a new resurgent India is no 
more a dream. Let us all take a pledge to create a new India!

Happy Republic Day

AN. Natarajan
Hotel Saravanaa Bhavan, Kuwait

Many people throughout India 
celebrate the nation's Republic Day, 
which is a gazetted holiday; on January 
26 each year. It is a day to remember 
because India's constitution came into 
force on January 26, 1950, completing the 

country's transition towards becoming an independent, 
democratic republic.

Republic Day represents the true spirit of independent 
India. It was on this day that India was declared a sovereign, 
socialist, secular, democratic republic. It's celebrated 
nationwide with great pomp. There is a military parade in 
the nation’s capital and all workplaces and educational 
institutions have a holiday so everyone can celebrate. 

Let us together commence a journey of peace, 
harmony and progress in the world. Let us all rejoice and 
celebrate. Best Wishes to all. Vande Matram! 

Happy Republic Day!

Dr. S.M. Hyder Ali  
Chairman, 

TVS Hyder Group

***

India is a country of love, care and 
affection. In today’s materialistic world, we 
in India still respect our elders, care for our 
mates and follow our traditional culture. 
The pledge “All Indians are Brothers and 

Sisters” is believed and followed by all of us. Thus, I feel very 
proud to be an Indian and lucky too. 

We must acknowledge the role played by our joint family 
system in nurturing and preserving our cultural and social 
values. A joint family system creates strong bonds among 
siblings and other members of the family even while providing 
a sense of security to every member.

Respect and care for elders are among the central 
principles of the joint family system. Another major advantage 
is the fact that it provides a care network for the children 
even when both the parents are employed.

In fact, the crucial role that families can play in the 
creation of healthy and happy societies has been recognised 
in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted by 
the United Nations in 1948. Preserving our age-old family 
culture which embodies the spirit of humanism, compassion, 
magnanimity and tolerance, the basic building block of a 
harmonious society will ensure a stable society for the future. 

As India shines with glory today… We celebrate the pride 
of being Indians. 

Happy Republic Day!
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Dhiraj Oberoi
Managing Partner, KITCO

Youth comprises about 65% of the population of 
our country, which is quite significant. The young 
are our future. The youth can contribute to the 
success of our country if they are equipped with 
the skills and knowledge to innovate. Don’t wait 
for opportunities to knock on your door, create 

opportunities, and build your own doors. 

Innovation and ideas come naturally to young people. There is no 
limit to human imagination and achievement, except the limits 
you yourself put on your mind. So, go limitless. Outperform yourself. 

On this day, think of our past and try to build a better future for us 
all. It is the duty of all Indians to excel! I am proud to be an Indian. 

Happy Republic Day.

Happy Republic Day

S. Ramadoss 
MD, Global Technology Co.

We should be proud of our culture. Yoga 
is India’s gift to the world. It is a passport to 
wellness. India has an unmatched heritage 
represented by its ancient systems of 
medicine which are a treasure house of 
knowledge for both preventive and curative 
healthcare. 

Indian systems of medicine particularly 
Ayurveda and Yoga are widely recognised 

for their holistic approach to health and capability for meeting 
emerging health challenges. These systems are playing an 
important role in achieving the national health outcome goals 
of reducing Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR), Infant Mortality Rate 
(IMR), malnutrition and anaemia.

Celebrating with you the glory of the heritage and sovereignty of 
our nation… 

Happy Republic Day.

Happy Republic Day
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Hari Lakshmanan. N

Last Month we achieved an important milestone in the 

history of PSLV by successfully launching its 50th mission.

Tracing the 26 year journey of PSLV, which has five variants, 

the payload capacity was initially about 860 kg and it has 

increased to 1.9 tonne subsequently.

Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) is the third generation 

launch vehicle of India. Since May 26, 1999, when the first foreign 

satellite was launched by India, PSLV has till now launched 319 

foreign satellites. Of the 319 satellites, weighing less than 445kg, 

279 were launched in the last five years.

Isro has earned Rs 1,245 crore during the last five years by 

launching foreign satellites from 26 countries. Key contracts 

with 10 countries — US, UK, Germany, Canada, Singapore, The 

Netherlands, Japan, Malaysia, Algeria and France — were 

signed in the last five years under commercial arrangements.

PSLV earned its title 'the Workhorse of ISRO' through 

consistently delivering various satellites to Low Earth Orbits. 

Besides, the vehicle successfully launched two spacecraft – 

Chandrayaan-1 in 2008 and Mars Orbiter Spacecraft in 2013 . 

Over the last five decades, ISRO has indigenously produced 

many critical technologies, building satellites, launch vehicles 

and applications. 

With every successful mission, ISRO has set new standards in 

bringing space technology closer to people and meaningful 

end uses.

Keeping in mind the big market for small satellites, ISRO has 

developed the Small Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV) or mini-

PSLV, whose maiden test-flight is due in the first quarter of 2020. ***

Journey of ISRO´s Work Horse 

The cost factor, as it turns out, remains an exceptional aspect 
of India’s space program. ISRO’s PSLV remains the workhorse of 
the agency, and it still offers one of the cheapest and most 
reliable ways to launch small satellites into space. 

By passing on routine commercial launch activities, the ISRO 
could position itself to focus on even bigger missions. It can turn 
its attention to major plans like Gaganyaan, India’s mission to 
human space mission planned for 2022, set to coincide with 
India’s 75th year of independence.

We are proud to be an Indians. Congrats to ISRO''S scientists, 
those who are part of this achievements.

Happy Republic Day!

NAME DATE TYPE ORBIT PAYLOAD
PSLV-C48 11-Dec-19 PSLV-QL LEO RISAT-2BR1
PSLV-C47 27-Nov-19 PSLV-XL SSPO Cartosat-3

PSLV-C46 22-May-19 PSLV-CA LEO RISAT-2B

PSLV-C44 24-Jan-19 PSLV-DL SSPO Microsat-R

PSLV-C43 29-Nov-18 PSLV SSPO HysIS

PSLV-C42 16-Sep-18 PSLV SSPO NovaSAR, S1-4

PSLV-C41 12-Apr-18 PSLV-XL GSO IRNSS-1I

PSLV-C40 12-Jan-18 PSLV-XL SSPO Cartosat-2 Series Satellite

PSLV-C39 31-Aug-17 PSLV-XL Sub-GTO IRNSS-1H

PSLV-C38 23-Jun-17 PSLV-XL SSPO Cartosat-2 Series Satellite

PSLV-C37 15-Feb-17 PSLV-XL SSPO Cartosat -2 Series Satellite

PSLV-C36 7-Dec-16 PSLV-XL SSPO RESOURCESAT-2A

PSLV-C35 26-Sep-16 PSLV SSPO SCATSAT-1

PSLV-C34 22-Jun-16 PSLV-XL SSPO CARTOSAT-2 Series 

PSLV-C33 28-Apr-16 PSLV-XL GTO IRNSS-1G

PSLV-C32 10-Mar-16 PSLV-XL GTO IRNSS-1F

PSLV-C31 20-Jan-16 PSLV-XL GTO IRNSS-1E

PSLV-C29 16-Dec-15 PSLV-CA LEO TeLEOS-1

PSLV-C30 28-Sep-15 PSLV-XL LEO Astrosat

PSLV-C28 10-Jul-15 PSLV-XL LEO DMC3 Mission

PSLV-C27 28-Mar-15 PSLV-XL GTO IRNSS-1D

PSLV-C26 16-Oct-14 PSLV-XL GTO IRNSS-1C

PSLV-C23 30-Jun-14 PSLV-CA SSPO SPOT7, DLR, SFL

PSLV-C24 4-Apr-14 PSLV-XL GTO IRNSS-1B

PSLV-C25 5-Nov-13 PSLV-XL HEO Mars Orbiter Mission 

PSLV-C22 1-Jul-13 PSLV-XL GTO IRNSS-1A

PSLV-C20 25-Feb-13 PSLV-CA SSPO SARAL

PSLV-C21 9-Sep-12 PSLV-CA SSPO SPOT 6

PSLV-C19 26-Apr-12 PSLV-XL SSPO RISAT-1

PSLV-C18 12-Oct-11 PSLV-CA SSPO Megha-Tropiques

PSLV-C17 15-Jul-11 PSLV-XL GTO GSAT-12

PSLV-C16 20-Apr-11 PSLV-G SSPO RESOURCESAT-2

PSLV-C15 12-Jul-10 PSLV-CA SSPO CARTOSAT-2B

PSLV-C14 23-Sep-09 PSLV-CA SSPO Oceansat-2

PSLV-C12 20-Apr-09 PSLV-CA SSPO RISAT-2

PSLV-C11 22-Oct-08 PSLV-XL Lunar Chandrayaan-1

PSLV-C9 28-Apr-08 PSLV-CA SSPO CARTOSAT – 2A, IMS-1

PSLV-C10 21-Jan-08 PSLV-CA HEO TECSAR

PSLV-C8 23-Apr-07 PSLV-CA LEO AGILE

PSLV-C7 10-Jan-07 PSLV-G SSPO CARTOSAT-2, SRE-1

PSLV-C6 5-May-05 PSLV-G SSPO CARTOSAT-1,HAMSAT

PSLV-C4 12-Sep-02 PSLV-G GTO KALPANA-1

PSLV-C3 22-Oct-01 PSLV-G SSPO  TES

PSLV-C2 26-May-99 PSLV-G SSPO Oceansat(IRS-P4)

PSLV-C1 29-Sep-97 PSLV-G SSPO IRS-1D

PSLV-D3 21-Mar-96 PSLV-G SSPO IRS-P3

PSLV-D2 15-Oct-94 PSLV-G SSPO IRS-P2

PSLV-D1 20-Sep-93 PSLV-G SSPO IRS-1E
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Happy 
Republic Day

Happy Republic Day

Ravi Kohli
MD, Al –Sabah & Kohli Group

As India celebrates its 71st Republic Day, wishes 
pour in from all over the world. This day reminds 
us of the great makers of our Constitution, 
who strengthened the idea of a unified Indian 
Republic. We all have fond memories of our 
school days when we practised for days and 
weeks to perfect our Republic Day parade 
steps. 

Today India is counted as one of the biggest republics in the 
world, and this has been made possible because many decades 
back our leaders spent sleepless nights to draft and adopt a 
Constitution. It is now our duty to take it forward and work towards 
making India a better county.

Happy Republic Day.

Sanjeev Suri
Country Manager, Air India, Kuwait 

Happy Republic Day

This year, India will celebrate 71 years of being 
a republic. Our freedom was taken away from 
us, but because of the valiant struggle of our 
freedom fighters we regained it. Republic Day 
in India is celebrated on 26 January annually 
since, 26 January 1950, when the constitution of 

India came into force. 

Today Is The Day When Everyone Young Or Old, Tall Or Short, Light 
Skinned Or Dark Must Come Together To Show The Whole World 
That This Nation Is The Best Nation Under The Sun.

Happy Republic Day.

M. Mullick
G.M, Al Kulaib Inter. Trd. Cont. 

After Independence, the constitutional drafting 
committee presented its's first draft to the National 
Assembly on November 4, 1947. The National 
Assembly signed the final English and Hindi 
language versions of the constitution on January 
24, 1950. India's constitution came into effect on 

Republic Day, January 26, 1950.

The constitution gave India's citizens the power to govern 
themselves by choosing their own government. On this special 
day, (26 January) let’s promise our motherland that we will do 
everything to enrich and preserve the treasure trove of our cultural 
heritage. 

Happy Republic Day.
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D. Ram Mohan Reddy
Chief Operating Officer 

The New India Assurance Co. Ltd, Kuwait.

***

This day holds great importance in 
Indian history and includes sacrifices of 
many renowned leaders. For the youth 
in India, it is a day to take pride in the 
Constitution and the rights it confers on us 

all. Our Constitution is the largest written constitution in the 
world. 

While patriotic fervour runs high on this day, India 
displays it’s rich heritage and strong defense capabilities in 
a grand parade in the nation’s capital. The Indian Armed 
Forces (Army, Navy, and Air Force) take part in the parade 
alongside artists and children.

The importance of the Republic Day of India goes well 
beyond the fact that it is one of the three national holidays 
of the country. It is the day which marks the adoption of 
the Constitution of India by its people. The preamble to our 
constitution talks of India as a “sovereign, socialist, secular, 
democratic, republic”.

Let new India arise out of the peasants' cottages, grasping 
the plough, out of the huts of the cobblers and sweepers; 
with freedom in mind, faith in words, pride in our hearts and 
memories in our souls.

Happy Republic Day!

Happy
Republic

Day

Mathews Varughese
General Manager, BEC

The transition of India from a British colony to a 
sovereign, secular, and democratic nation was 
indeed historical. A look into that journey which 
led to the birth of the Indian Republic will make 
our celebrations more meaningful. 

A salute of 21 guns and the unfurling of the 
Indian National Flag by Dr.Rajendra Prasad heralded the historic 
birth of the Indian Republic on January 26, 1950; 894 days after our 
country became a dominion following withdrawal of British Rule. 
Thereafter, 26th of January was decreed a national holiday and 
was recognised as the Republic Day of India. Since then, every 
year the day is celebrated with great pride and happiness all over 
the nation. 

Happy Republic Day.

Happy Republic Day

N.S. Shetty
(Oriental Restaurant group)

A citizen in a democracy has a duty to vote. If it 
were up to me, voting would be a compulsory 
requirement.  What is wonderful about a 
democracy is that we choose who will represent 
us. 

Voting not only enables the citizens to vote for 
political parties, but it also helps them to realize 

the importance of citizenship. Bad officials are elected by good 
citizens who don’t vote. The ballot is stronger than the bullet. 

The ‘republic’  of India was the result of some 200 years of struggle 
for freedom from the British. Happy Republic Day! Today is a 
national holiday, but don’t plan a party. Plan to do something for 
the nation. 

Happy Republic Day.
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officially declared as India's national anthem.

• The song was originally composed in Bengali. Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose commissioned a free translation of 
the national anthem from Sanskritized Bengali to Urdu-Hindi. 
The translation was written by Captain Abid Ali, composed 
by Captain Ram Singh Thakur and was called Subah Sukh 
Chain.

• Formal rendition of the anthem should take 52 
seconds by law. 

Jana Gana Mana is understood unequivocally throughout 
India and thus brings forth the spirit of unity. The National 
Anthem conveys the spirit of pluralism or in more popular 
term the concept of ‘Unity in Diversity’, which lies at the core 
of India’s cultural heritage.

Let us together sing Jana Gana Mana and honor the 
framing of the Indian Constitution. Let's unite to celebrate 
Equality, Liberty and Fraternity.

Happy Republic Day!

Aziz F
Tajmahal Marbles, Kuwait

***

Interesting facts about our 
National Anthem

All of us have sung the national 
anthem since school, stood up every 

time we heard it. But all we seem to know about it is that it 
was written and composed by Nobel laureate Ravindranath 
Tagore.

Here are some other interesting facts about our 
anthem:

• The first rendition of the song was during a convention 
of the Indian National Congress on December 16th, 1911. 

• In 1912, the song was published under the title Bharat 
Bidhata in the Tatwabodhini Patrika, which was the official 
publication of the Brahmo Samaj and of which Tagore was 
the Editor.

• Outside of Calcutta, the song was first sung by the 
bard himself at a session at Besant Theosophical College in 
Madanapalle, Andhra Pradesh on February 28, 1919.

• 'Jana Gana Mana' was performed for the first time 
in Hamburg on 11th September, 1942. The musical notations 
for the English translation of our national anthem were set 
by Margaret, wife of poet 
James H. Cousins, who 
was the principal of Besant 
Theosophical College. 

• On the occasion of 
India attaining freedom, 
the Indian Constituent 
Assembly assembled for 
the first time as a sovereign 
body on August 14, 
1947, midnight; and the session closed with a unanimous 
performance of Jana Gana Mana.

• It was only on 24th January, 1950 that this song was 

Valerine M. D’sa 
Vice President & Partner  

Khalil Bahman & Partners General Trading & 
Contracting Co. W.L.L.

Throughout history, the central role of women in 
society has ensured the stability, progress and 
long-term development of nations. Research 
has shown that education can enhance the 
status of girls and women, reduce population 

growth rates, enhance environmental protection and generally 
raise the standard of living. For ‘Make in India’ to grow even further, 
women should be considered and promoted as its key drivers. 

When women are empowered and can claim their rights and 
access to land, leadership, opportunities and choices; economies 
grow. If we educate a girl, we educate a family – and a whole 
nation.  The Constitution not only grants equality to women, but also 
empowers the State to adopt measures of positive discrimination 
in favour of women. 

On this great day let us join hands and support education for all 
boys and girls. No one should be left out.

Happy Republic Day.

Mustafa Hamza
(Vice Chairman & CEO)

Metro Medical Care Group, Kuwait

Health care has become one of India’s 
largest sectors - both in terms of revenue and 
employment. Healthcare comprises hospitals, 
medical devices, clinical trials, outsourcing, 
telemedicine, medical tourism, health insurance 

and medical equipment.

The Indian healthcare sector is growing at a brisk pace due to its 
strengthening coverage, services and increasing expenditure by 
public as well private players.

Celebrating with you… The spirit of a proud and free India.

Happy Republic Day.
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The relationship between India and Sri 
Lanka is more than 2,500 years old. Both 
countries have a legacy of intellectual, 
cultural, religious and linguistic interaction.

In recent years, the relationship has been marked by 
close contacts at all levels. Trade and investment have 
grown and there is cooperation in the fields of infrastructure 
development, education, culture and defence.

India and Sri Lanka first concluded a free trade pact in 
the late 1990s that initially increased Sri Lankan exports to 
India. Bilateral trade at present is around $4.6 billion. 

Last Month Srilanka President Mr Gotabaya Rajapaksa 
also said Importance about  India - Sri Lanka need to work 
together on issues related to security and overall welfare of 
the people of the two countries. 

Sri Lanka’s location  which will be very useful for India to 
connect West and East.   Sri Lanka’s Colombo Port is the 
25th busiest container port in the world and the natural 
deep water harbor at Trincomalee is the fifth largest natural 
harbour in the world. 

Sri Lanka is one of India’s largest trading partners among 
the SAARC countries. India in turn is Sri Lanka’s largest trade 
partner globally.

It is proud to say Srilankan Airlines  is covering Major cities 
of India and giving huge services.

The two countries have signed civil nuclear cooperation 
agreement which is Sri Lanka’s first nuclear partnership with 
any country. India is also investing into Sri Lanka’s infrastructure 
development in the Northern and Eastern provinces.

On the occasion of the 71st Republic Day of India, I take 
this  opportunity to congratulate with my warm greetings 
and good wishes to my fellow Indian citizens.

Happy Republic Day.

Amitabh Anthonypillai 
Regional Manager

Middle East North & Northern Africa - 
Srilankan Airlines

Ajay Goel 
Chief Operating Officer, City Centre

I am happy to be an Indian as we have 
festivals to celebrate throughout the year from 
all religions. As Siddharth Katragadda, a famous 
writer of Indian origin puts it “The Greatness 
of a culture can be found in its festivals”, so, 
the greatness of a country like India can be 
examined by sparing a glance at the vivid and 

vivacious list of festivals in India. 

A number of religious festivals like Holi, Deepavali, Pongal, Dusserah, 
Christmas, Ramzan, Baishaki, Onam, Raksha Bandhan …etc and 
important national days like Independence Day, Republic Day 
and Children's Day are celebrated across the length and breadth 
of our vast nation. Age-old traditions, customs, rituals, prayers, 
dresses, dance and music forms and varieties of traditional food 
items particularly sweets are unique features of festivals in India and 
attract many foreigners from different countries to visit India.

Today, as befitting the day, there are celebrations all over the 
nation with the national flag being hoisted. It is a national festival 
that is celebrated with joy and happiness by all of us. 

Happy Republic Day.

***

Happy Republic Day

Krishnakumar Eacharath 
GM, UAE Exchange Centre Co WLL, Kuwait 

Peace and security is an essential requirement 

for a dignified human existence. The fastest 

developing nations are among those with the 

best security structures having peace and 

tranquillity in their societies.

Nothing could be more important for coming generations than 

peace on earth.  To avoid the escalation of violence and terror 

there has to be investment in health, education and democratic 

and social participation, especially among the youth. 

Let us bring equality, justice, and peace to all. Not just the 

politicians and the world leaders, we all need to contribute. It is 

our duty. Let us pledge to do so this Republic Day!

Happy Republic Day.
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Ayyoob Kachery
Regional Director, Grand Hyper, Kuwait

Nitin Singhvi
SVP & Chief Financial Officer, ATC  - Kuwait

Anil Parasher
Resident Manager

Oriental Insurance, Kuwait

***

Happy Republic Day

I love my country, because it is so unique. Being 
an Indian gives me great pride. I have been 
greatly inspired by the many patriotic poems 
that I have read and probably that is the reason 
for this sense of great patriotism in me. The land 
that gives me all the resources I need; the land 

that would one day make me move ahead to achieve my goals 
through the force of what can only be called a uniquely Indian 
personality.

 According to me, a true Indian is the one who respects India in 
his heart throughout his life. Celebration of Unity! Celebration of 
Freedom! Celebration of Pride! Wishing you a Happy Republic 
Day!

Happy Republic Day.

Entrepreneurs are India’s ‘Growth 
Ambassadors’. In today’s world, any discussion 
or debate on development, economic growth 
or political stability automatically attracts 
attention towards India.

Expectations from India are not only from within 
the country, but even in the context of global 

growth and development a lot is expected from our country.  
India today offers skilled human resources, rapidly improving 
infrastructure along with one of the world’s biggest markets. For 
anyone looking to shift base, India is an ideal location.

If we understand the benefits and drawbacks, a balanced 
approach to nurturing entrepreneurship can result in a positive 
impact on the economy and society.

Happy Republic Day.

 An Indian Tradition Of 
Service And Sacrifice

For 70 years, UN peacekeeping has helped countries move 

from war to peace, proving to be one of the international 

community’s most effective investments in peace, security, 

and prosperity. 

India’s participation in this remarkable enterprise is 

perhaps without parallel. India has been and remains one 

of the largest contributors of troops to UN peacekeeping 

missions, with more than 2,00,000 personnel deployed in 

operations since 1950, the most of any country. 

This is an incredible demonstration of India’s deep 

commitment not only to maintaining peace and harmony 

across the world but also of its belief in the UN Charter. 

Since 1950, India has participated in more than 50 

missions and 168 Indian peacekeepers have made the 

supreme sacrifice while serving. Indian peacekeepers have 

been deployed in some of the UN’s most dangerous and 

challenging missions – in South Sudan, Congo, Mali, Central 

African Republic and ten other UN missions across the globe.

As of June 2018, India is the third largest troop contributor 

in the world, with over 6,000 personnel stationed around the 

world, helping save lives, protect people and setting the 

stage for a lasting peace.

Let us be proud of our brave hearts by recalling that 

India has been a leading provider of military resources 

for UN mandated peacekeeping operations and other 

humanitarian needs across the world.

Happy Republic Day!

Happy Republic Day
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A.K. Babu I. Razack 
General Manager - Finance

Ali Alghanim & Sons Group Gen.Trad& Cont. Co

***

Child labour is a global problem 
that requires a global solution.  We 
should make sure that no child is 
working: every child belongs in a 
school. 

According to estimates by the International Labour 
Organisation (2017), there are 152 million children, aged 
between 5 and 17, subject to child labour. Child Labour’ is 
work performed by a child that is likely to interfere with his 
or her right to education, or to be harmful to their health or 
physical, mental, spiritual, moral or social development. All 
work done by children under the age of 15 and dangerous 
work done by children under the age of 18 is illegal. Child 
labour is prohibited under international treaties and 
agreements. 

Children who work and do not go to school will end up 
in low paid jobs later. Most child labour takes place in the 
informal sector. 

Let’s join hands with Governments, businesses 

professionals and consumers worldwide and work together 
to get children out of workplaces. Let us make India a child 
labour free country. May our country’s children be blessed 
with happiness and glory. 

Happy Republic Day!

Dr. V. Binumon
Principal & Senior Administrator-  

ICSK senior

India has the world’s third largest active army, 
after China and USA. India is the world’s largest 
importer of arms. But India has never invaded 
or attacked a country. True to its principles as a 
land of freedom, democracy and peace, India 
has been the largest troop contributor to the 
United Nations Peacekeeping Missions since its 

inception.

The only reason we, the citizens of India, are enjoying our lives 
without worrying about our security is because of the Indian Army 
protecting our nation at the border.

Our Army always puts the nation first. I salute all those great 
individuals who sacrificed their lives while serving the nation. We 
will never forget our valiant heroes. 

Happy Republic Day.

71st Anniversary of Republic Day
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Happy
Republic

Day

Rajesh Kumar 
Managing Director of Gold India Food Stuff Co. W.L.L. 

Red Chilly

I love India because of its history. It has a history 
that dates back thousands of years. We are 
proud of our ancestors who used to live in the 
ancient cities of Mehrgarh, Mohenjodaro and 
Harrapa and were able to create the most 
advanced urban civilizations of those times.

We are proud to say that the world’s oldest universities were 
established in Takshila and Nalanda, which had students from 
Greece, Syria, Babylon and China. We are proud to say that the 
Ancient Chola Empire of South India had extended its influence 
upto Indonesia. 

Happy Republic Day.
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Happy Republic Day

***

Dr. Narender Dhir
English Optics

When the rest of the country 
sleeps peacefully at night, the 
Indian Army stands ready to protect 
the country and its citizens. They 
fight for their country, what they 
call their mother, to be free from 

aggressors. They are the perfect example of bravery. No one 
deserves the title of a ‘hero’ more than a soldier.

Here are some amazing facts about the Indian Army that 
will make you feel proud and increase your respect for the 
Indian Army.

India controls the highest battlefield in the world, the 
Siachen glacier, at 5000 meters above sea level.

The Indian Army has built one of the highest bridges in the 
world, the Bailey bridge.

Operation Rahat (2013) was one of the biggest civilian 
rescue operations ever carried out in the world.

The Indo-Pakistan War of 1971 came to an end with the 
surrender of about 93,000 combatants and officials of the 
Pakistani Army.

The Ezhimala Naval Academy in Kerala is the largest of its 
kind in Asia.

The Indian Army is one of the biggest troop contributors to 
the United Nations peace making operations.

The brave men and women of the Indian Army stay away 
from their families, miss many significant occasions in their 
lives and even sacrifice their lives just so that you can be with 
your loved ones and sleep peacefully at night. They should 
be respected and adored by the whole country for their 
valour and their high sense of duty.

Happy Republic Day!

Ramdas Nair  
Head of Sales & Marketing, BEC

India is the world's largest democracy, with 
1.2 billion people. We are a free people of a 
liberated country. Our elections are by and 
large free and fair, and have been that way 
for the past 71 years.

The pages of Indian history are filled with the 
names of great people who not only helped us achieve victory 
over the British, but also made outsiders aware of this amazing 
country.

My love for my nation is boundless. My love for my people is 
endless. All I desire for my country is happiness. Let me be the first 
person to wish you a special Happy Republic Day!

Happy Republic Day.

George Varghese 
Head - Business Development & Marketing, 

UAE Ex. Co 

India has the largest postal network in 
the world with over 1,55,015 post offices. 
A unique floating post office in Dal Lake, 
Srinagar, was inaugurated in August 2011.
The largest employer in India is the Indian 

Railways, employing over a million people.

70% of all the world's spices come from India. Gleevec, a 
cancer drug that costs US$70,000 in the U.S. per year, costs 
just US$2,500 in India. The Golden Temple in India feeds a 
vegetarian meal to over 100,000 people a day. 

India was the first country to develop extraction and 
purifying techniques for sugar. Many visitors from abroad 
learnt the refining and cultivation of sugar from us.

I am always full of pride wherever I am. I walk with my 
head held high because I know I am the citizen of a truly 
free country. The growth and success of a nation depends 
on its citizens….. Let us make our country proud by doing 
right things. 

Happy Republic Day!

***
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Sweet Memories of Republic day - 2019 Ceremony at Indian Embassy, KuwaitSweet Memories of Independence day - 2019 Ceremony at Indian Embassy, Kuwait
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Remesh Ananda Das
Chief Operating Officer,  Oncost

L. Alloysius Martin
Centre Director

Gulf Centre for University Education

Dr. Anis Ahmad 
Director,Education 

Paradigm Pionners Group (UAE, Kuwait & India) 
SIMS

***

Young people can contribute significantly 
to national and international development 
efforts. Poverty, malnutrition, lack of access to 
proper health services and education are still 
major hurdles to realizing the full potential of 
India’s youth.  These problems not only affect 
the youth of today, but also threaten the well-

being of our future generations. 

Demographically, today’s India is very young and has the potential 
to meet any challenge if we provide them with right opportunities 
and equip them with the requisite skills.

We all care about something, why not stand up for it? To transform 
our dreams into reality to work for growth and success of our 
nation… to love our country and to be better citizens…

Happy Republic Day.

India was one of the richest countries till the 
time of British rule in the early 17th Century. Until 
1896, India was the only source of diamonds in 
the world. Before British rule India was the world 
leader in at least three industries- textiles, steel 

and ship building. It was a country where poverty was unknown. 

Many theories and techniques discovered by the ancient Indians 
have created and strengthened the fundamentals of modern 
science and technology. 

On this day think of your past and try to build a better future for us 
all. It is our duty to the motherland. 

Happy Republic Day.

Extreme poverty anywhere is a threat 

to human security everywhere. The vicious 

cycle of poverty means that lifelong 

barriers and troubles are passed on from one generation to 

the next. If we try hard, we can wipe the tears from the eyes 

of the poorest of the poor child.  We must step up our efforts 

to end poverty in all of its forms.

There are a few simple ways we can help as individuals, 

such as funding a poor child’s education or by sponsoring a 

poor family and influencing others to do so. Raising money 

and donating it to a non-profit can help as well.

Patriotism also means working with a zeal for the 

betterment of the society. We have to constantly compare 

ourselves with countries better than us and learn from them. 

We have to shun apathy and become proactive in solving 

the problems of our society rather than expecting others to 

do it.  

Happy Republic Day!

Happy Republic Day

Happy Republic Day
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Delhi Batcha
Prop; Alsafi Restaurant

***

True Next Genration India

Prodigious moment....First time in Indian 
history....all 9 Indian sports nominees for 

Padma Awards are WOMEN......an Indian moment of pride!  

In a first in the history of Indian sports, the Sports ministry 
has sent names of 9 women for Padma Shri.  Six-time 
world champion boxer M C Mary Kom  and reigning world 
champion, Badminton star P V Sindhu, are recommended 
for the prestigious Padma Vibhushan award, the country’s 
third highest civilian award. Besides Mary Kom and Sindhu, 
the other seven women in this year's list – all recommended 
for Padma Shri – are wrestler Vinesh Phogat, Table Tennis star 
Manika Batra, T20 Iadies skipper Harmanpreet Kaur, Hockey 
captain Rani Rampal, former shooter Suma Shirur and 
mountaineer twin sisters, Tashi and Nungshi Malik.

The Padma 
Vibhushan has 
been given 
to three male 
s p o r t s p e r s o n s 
in the past – 
chess wizard 
V i s w a n a t h a n 
Anand (2007), 
cricket legend 

Sachin Tendulkar (2008) and mountaineer Sir Edmund Hillary 
(2008), who got the award posthumously.

The recommendations have been sent to the Padma 
awards committee in the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA).

Indian Women are making the nation proud with their 
achievements.

Happy Republic Day!

M.A. Rangarajan 
Country Manager, NCC, Kuwait

On this occasion of 71st Republic Day, I would like 
to extend my greetings and wishes to all fellow 
Indians in Kuwait. Although we are divided by 
language and culture, we are united by one 
thing in common which is  being INDIAN.

We all should be proud to see the development 
of our country in recent years. On this special 
day, I would like to stress on the issue of climate 
change which is having a great impact on our 

nation. We should aim to minimize the effect we cause on the 
environment thereby protecting our natural resources so that our 
future generation can enjoy what we did.

It is very happy to see the large gathering of Indian community 
extending their support on  this day in Kuwait. There is an Indian in 
every place we visit and this shows the hard work we Indians do 
wherever we are.  

Let us all unite and celebrate a peaceful Republic Day. Wish you all 
happiness  and let us make our nation proud.

Happy Republic Day.

Happy Republic Day

Don't miss These 5 rail trips 
in India!

Train journeys are an amazing way to experience our 
country’s culture, colours and breathtaking views, and who 
said they have to be hectic and time consuming?

Read on as we tell you about the top 5 short rail trips that 
are as beautiful as their destinations:

1. Kalka-Shimla (5-6 hours)

The toy train on this route takes passengers to Shimla, one 
of India’s most beautiful hill stations. On the way, it offers 
some beautiful mountain panoramas, passing through more 
than 100 tunnels and over many gorgeous bridges.

2. Vasco Da Lama-Londa (3-4 hours)

Passengers can see untouched natural beauty and the 
majestic Dudhsagar Falls on this train route. The train also 
passes through the green Western Ghats, making for some 
memorable views!

3. New Jalpaiguri-Darjeeling (7 hours)

The toy train on this route takes passengers through scenic 
tea plantations. The twists and turns of the train through 
dense alpine forests make for a thrilling ride!

4. Nilgiri Mountain Railway (5 hours)

The iconic ‘Chhaiya Chhaiya’ song was shot on this scenic 
route! The train passes through Coonoor on its way to Ooty, 
covering beautiful mountains and waterfalls on its way.

5. Kanyakumari-Trivandrum (2-3 hours)

Experience breathtaking coastal beauty on this route. 
Showcasing the best of Kerala and Tamil Nadu, this train 
route offers views of simple village life in the middle of dense 
forests.

Happy Republic Day!

Sunil Menon 
Al Qabandi United Co, Kuwait

***
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Dr. Rumane Abdul Razzak
EX.  Chairman, IEI Kuwait Chapter 

This 26th January, India will be celebrating its 
71st Republic Day. This year let's take time to 
observe this occasion by spreading joy, peace, 
and patriotism amongst friends and family. 

Today we are a great Republic. This would 
not have been possible if our freedom fighters 

had not made numerous sacrifices for the independence of the 
country. Remember the sacrifice of our freedom fighters that 
formed this country. Always honour them. 

By uniting we stand, by dividing we fall. Let’s rejoice and celebrate 
our Republic Day with smiles on our faces and pride in our hearts.”

Happy Republic Day.

Happy Republic Day

Happy
Republic Day

Dr. Shantha Maria James 
Principal- Indian Central School 

In the world, there is only one Caste, the Caste 
of Humanity. There is only one Religion, the 
Religion of Love. There is only one Language, the 
Language of the Heart.

The future, progress, and development of 
our great country does not depend solely on 

technological advancements but on how we build social cohesion 
and trust between our nation and its people. Let's continue 
building a great nation we can all rely on and be proud of.

Happy Republic Day.

Ashish Jain
A K. Modern For Gen Trad. & Cont. Est.

Ever since that historic day in 1950, 

January 26 is celebrated with festivities 

and patriotic fervour all around the 

country. The day owes its importance to 

the Constitution of India that was adopted on this day.

On this Republic Day, read what the great Constitution of 

India, that propounds liberal democracy, has in its folds. With 

395 Articles and eight Schedules, the Indian Constitution is 

the largest written constitution in the world. Let's also feel 

proud in pronouncing what the Preamble to our Constitution 

says.

History and research prove again and again that the two 

most significant factors in the creation of peace, domestically 

or internationally, are: the economic empowerment of 

women and the educational empowerment of children. 

We must work harder to make the nation better and not to 

destroy what our founding fathers put together in the spirit of 

one nation and one destiny. 

Here I am wishing, our dreams of a new tomorrow come 

true, for all Indians, now and always!

Happy Republic Day!

***
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Dr.Rajendra C. Mishra 
Consultant Pediatrician & Neonatologist

Royale Hayat Hospital
Treasurer, Indian Doctors Forum, Kuwait

India celebrates its Republic Day to mark the historic moment when India’s 
Constitution came into being on 26 January 1950.

It is the celebration of the India's Constitution which makes India the largest 
democracy in the world. If there is one place on the face of earth where all 

the dreams of living men have found a home from the very earliest days when man began the 
dream of existence, it is India.

B.R. Ambedkar said "I feel that the constitution is workable, it is flexible and it is strong enough 
to hold the country together both in peacetime and in wartime. Indeed, if I may say so, if things 
go wrong under the new Constitution, the reason will not be that we had a bad Constitution. 
What we will have to say is that Man was vile."

I wish words of Rabindranath Tagore come true  "Where the mind is without fear and the head 
is held high; Where knowledge is free; Where the world has not been broken up into fragments 
by domestic walls; Where words come out from the depth of truth; Where tireless striving stretches 
its arms towards perfection; Where the clear stream of reason has not lost its way into the dreary 
desert sand of dead habit; Where the mind is led forward by thee into ever-widening thought 
and action--Into that heaven of freedom, let my country awake”. 

I pray for India's advancement from strength to strength, rising and powerful nation, leading 
the world in the years to come, to a higher level of civilization, for in India's emancipation there 
is a new hope for humanity. Today we remember the sacrifices made by great freedom fighters 
and leaders who toiled their life aiming for a free future for the coming generations. We are 
proud of such forefathers and should make the best use of our freedom because freedom is 
never given, it is taken

Let us salute our Indian national flag and respect and understand its true meaning where 
Saffron represents courage and sacrifice, White represents honesty, peace and purity, Green 
represents faith, chivalry and prosperity, vibrancy and life, Ashok Chakra represents the Dharma 
Chakra, Wheel of Law. The three colours and the Ashok Chakra on the flag stands as a symbol 
of unity and patriotism in unifying the nation as one. Let us all pledge in the preamble to our 
constitution which talks of India as a “sovereign, socialist, secular, democratic, republic”. Each of 
these is an idea that forms the foundation on which this nation is built. Republic Day reminds us 
of the elevated values enshrined in this sacred document that we call our Constitution.

The development that we achieve each year takes us further ahead on the path that our 
freedom fighters had dreamed of. It is a reminder that we may claim with dignity the Fundamental 
Rights that our Constitution guarantees but at the same time we are also bound to perform the 
Fundamental Duties that this very Constitution prescribes. Our nation may be vast but we are 
its building blocks and our Republic Day brings with it a reminder to strengthen ourselves and 
dedicate ourselves to bringing our country its due pride. Let this be our dream, our ambition, and 
our pledge on 26 January this year.

Wishing all a very Joyous Republic day and a very bright and prosperous year.

***

Happy Republic Day
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***

M. Srinivasan 
Bollywood Restaurant

As a rising economic powerhouse and 

nuclear-armed state, India has emerged as 

an important regional power. Our nation is a 

great nation, and our nation is very grand. From the sea to 

the sand, I love this land. 

The services sector is dominating India’s GDP and is the 

key driver of its economic growth. The sector contributed 

54.17 per cent of India’s Gross Value Added at current price 

in 2018 -19. 

Let’s take pride in our many strengths and achievements, 

not for the sake of blinkered jingoism or a false sense 

of complacency. Let’s remember all our many great 

achievements to motivate ourselves to reach for greater 

heights. 

If we all come together and work together, then we are 

surely capable of even greater wonders in the days to come.

“Let the Indian flag boldly wave for centuries to come.

Happy Republic Day!”

Happy Republic Day

Mohammed Ghouse
Founder, Velldon Real Promoters

Once upon a time, India was a land of fabulous 
wealth and great advancement.

Ancient Indian doctors used anaesthesia. 
Sushruta, widely recognised as the Father 
of Surgery, performed complex surgeries on 
cataract, urinary stones, and brain tumours.

This illustrious past should inspire the youth of India. Let science 
education form an integral part of the nation's cultural progress. 
The fruits of science and the products of technology continue to 
shape the nature of our society and to influence events which 
have a worldwide significance. 

Happy Republic Day.

***

India celebrates its Republic Day 
on January 26 every year since its 
Constitution came into being in 1950. India 
became the largest democracy and the 

Constitution replaced the Government of India Act (1935) 
as the governing document of India.

It is an honor, privilege and pride for all of us to have been 
born in India with such a culturally and religiously diverse mix 
in our population.  Our traditional values of respecting every 
religion makes us live in harmony. 

India is truly a multi-cultural society and the World looks 
up to India as an example. There have been some religious 
skirmishes now and then since India gained Independence 
and continue to the present but these are miniscule in nature 
considering the huge population and the vast number of 
ethnicities, religious beliefs and political ideologies living 
together.

Needless to say that Political, religious leaders and so 
called pseudo intellectuals have played active roles in 
creating such nuisance. These situations were overcome 
and better sense prevailed always and the nation has 
stayed together.

We are truly one as a nation and shall remain so.

Jai Hind!

Anant Kapadiya 
Chairman, 

Indian Business & Profesional Council-Kuwait 
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  We wish to showcase the individuals who have been felicitated 
or awarded by any organization for their achievements or 
contributions in any field: professional, academic or social. 

 
Please send in your brief writeup, details of the award and some 
photographs so that we can not only join in, in applauding your 
success but also publish it, which can inspire countless others. 

 
These achievements will be published in  www.iflkuwait.com and 
then will be published in our forthcoming IFL part 23 edition which 

will be released  at our annual event.

Welcome to Award Winners!

Please send in your entries and contributions with photos by e-mail to:

frontlinerskuwait@gmail.com/ncmohandoss@yahoo.com

- in Kuwait
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Happy Republic Day

Bldg.1538 - Industrial Area - Near Al--Nasser Sport - Al-Rai- Kuwait
Tel : 2471 3820, 2471 3920 - 99457521, 97709046, 97732411

Email : wavespress@gmail.com, info@wavespress.com
Website : www.wavespress.com

Happy
Republic Day

S.M. Arif Maricar 
President - TMCA

Inspiring Indian Women 
Achievers 

Anshu Jamsenpa - First Woman to Climb 
Mount Everest Twice in Five Days

Anshu Jamsenpa, in May 
2017, broke a world record and 
made global headlines when 
she became the first woman 
to conquer the 29,028-feet-tall 
(8,848 meter) Himalayan giant 
twice in five days -- first on May 
16, and then again on May 21.

Mother-of-two Anshu Jamsenpa, aged 38, has done it 
five times, all from the South Col route on the Nepalese side 
of Mount Everest -- an incredible feat for any mountaineer. 
Everest is a dangerous mountain. 63 sherpas and 111 climbers 
have died on Everest between 1990 and 2016, according to 
the Himalaya Database.

Captain Radhika Menon - First Woman To Win IMO Award 

Captain Radhika Menon 
has became the first woman in 
the world to receive the Award 
for Exceptional Bravery at Sea 
from the International Maritime 
Organization(IMO)  for saving the 
lives of seven fishermen. 

In 2011, Radhika Menon had 
made history by becaming the first woman to become 
captain of Indian Merchant Navy. In 2012, she took charge 
of MT Suvarna Swarajya. A native of Kodungallur in Kerala, 
Menon was at the helm of oil tanker ‘Sampurna Swarajya’ of 
Shipping Corporation of India.

Happy Republic Day!

***

Rajkumar .R
Project Operation Manager, Alghanim International

Every free nation of the world has its own flag. 
It is a symbol of a free country. The National 
Flag of India was adopted in its present 
form during the meeting of the Constituent 
Assembly held on 22nd July 1947. It served 
as the national flag of the Dominion of India 
between 15 August 1947 and 26 January 1950 

and that of the Republic of India thereafter. In India, the term 
"tricolour" refers to the Indian national flag.

A flag is a necessity for all nations. Millions have died for it. 
Patriotism, determination & dedicated service of our armed forces 
protecting our proud nation should serve as a reminder to us at all 
times that we have to continuously deliver development based 
transformation for our country. 

Happy Republic Day.
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Happy Republic Day

Happy Republic Day

***

Mohamed RS Hameed
Director,

Arabian Corrosions Gen. Trad. & Cont. Co.

"India is the cradle of the human 

race, the birthplace of human speech, 

the mother of history, the grandmother 

of legend, and the great grandmother 

of tradition. Our most valuable and most instructive materials 

in the history of man are treasured up in India only." These 

are the words of the great Mark Twain. 

"We owe a lot to the Indians, who taught us how to count, 

without which no worthwhile scientific discovery could have 

been made." These are the words of the great Albert Einstein.

"After the conversations about Indian philosophy, some 

of the ideas of Quantum Physics that had seemed so crazy 

suddenly made much more sense." These are the words of 

the great W. Heisenberg, German Physicist.

We appreciate the works of our ancestors. They did a 

wonderful job getting us to where we are today. Now it is 

our turn to continue from where they stopped. 

Happy Republic Day!

A. Hasan Mohamed 
Vice President, TMCA-KUWAIT

We were the privileged lot to have been born 

in a free country. We were able to breathe the 

fresh free air since our birth. We remember our 

national heroes today. Together we have proved 

ourselves worthy of freedom. 

Republic day is a good time to think who we are and how we got 

here. Let us stand united as we celebrate our glorious National 

Festival.

Happy Republic Day.
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Raja Ganapathy
Rotating Equipment Engineer, KNPC

Happy
Republic Day

On this Republic Day, we come together, we 
unite and make it another beautiful day to not 
just celebrate but to speak and fight against 
corruption, while we hoist the flag of our nation. 
We are not where we want to be today, but we 
are sure that if we change our negative mindset, 

then we will end up being better off as a country.

We are a nation built on harmony, development, prosperity and 
peace. Achieving ethical milestones for a better future should be 
our mantra. 

Happy Republic Day.

Happy Republic Day

Happy Republic Day

Syed Anwar
Marina Optics

India is a country of diverse religions culture 
and philosophy. The Indian philosophy is a 
philosophy that is followed by the whole world 
in someway or other. Ancient Indian values like 
spirituality, simplicity, pursuit of truth, dignity of 
labour, universal tolerance and acceptance 
are eternal values especially important for a 

changing society. 

Our highly evolved schools of philosophy; our many languages 
each with its unique literary treasures; our eminence as the world’s 
largest democracy; the list of all that makes us proud stretches on.

May India live long and prosper.  

Happy Republic Day.
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Ashfaque Ahmed Khan
President, Indian Cultural Society Kuwait

***

On the joyous occasion of India’s 71st 
Republic Day on 26 January, I would like 
to extend my heartiest congratulations to 
all members of the Indian community in 
Kuwait and wish them, peace, happiness 
and prosperity.

On this special day we would like to celebrate this national 
festival with cheer and enjoyment.

Today, India is taking fast strides in all spheres of 
advancements. And it is indeed a matter of pride to 
comprehend that we Indians are spread all around the 
globe occupying key positions and responsibilities. I wish our 
mother-India gets benefitted by this wonderful combination 
of knowledge, skill and attitude in us.

This day is celebrated with much 
zeal and pride all across the nation. 
On this special day and always, 
let us re-dedicate ourselves to the 
noble principles of justice, liberty 
and equality on which the Republic 
of India was founded.

There are few countries in 
the world, in which multi-cultural 
people live, having migrated to 
that country and carrying with 
them their home country’s culture 
and traditions. 

However, India is probably the only country in the entire 
world that has people speaking many languages, belonging 
to many religions, following many traditions, customs and 
culture living together in the same country, state, city, town, 
village and in some cases even within one single house. 

Happy Republic Day!

Eng. Joseph Panicker, FIE, Int.PE 
Former Chairman of IEI, Kuwait Chapter

India is a great country blessed with the 
Himalayas and the sacred rivers like Ganga, 
Brahmaputra, Kaveri, Sindhu, etc. My land is so 
vast that it cannot have uniformity in anything. 
Indians considerably differ in their social habits, 
diet, dress and languages. Though the society is 
divided into different castes and communities, 

there is a general feeling of oneness among our countrymen. All 
are first and foremost Indians.

Let's work for growth, not separation. “We are only as strong as we 
are united, as weak as we are divided.” I should like to tender my 
greetings and best wishes to the men and women of India who 
are citizens of the greatest republic ever. 

Happy Republic Day.

Happy Republic Day

Happy Republic Day
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JP. Bansal
MD, TECHNOCRAFT

***

Electric three-wheelers outsell 
conventional ones 

The government’s push for electric 

vehicles has hit the right chords with three-wheeler owners 

and fleet operators. In a first for any segment in the auto 

sector, the country now sells more electric three-wheelers 

than the conventional ones that run on petrol, diesel or CNG. 

Manufacturers such as Mahindra & Mahindra and Lohia 

Auto have been flooded with enquiries and bookings for 

lithium-ion powered electric passenger three-wheelers also 

known as auto rickshaws.

As per data shared by the Society of Manufacturers of 

Electric Vehicles (SMEV), the apex lobbying body for electric 

vehicles, sales of the electric three-wheeler segment grew 

21 percent during 2018-19 to 630,000 as against 520,000 sold 

in 2017-18. In 2018, sale of petrol, diesel and CNG powered 

passenger three wheelers grew by just 10.6 percent. 

Electric vehicles have become popular due to their 

superior savings and cheaper operating costs. India has 

been rapidly adopting these e-rickshaws, especially in the 

East and in North India. 

Happy Republic Day!

Happy Republic Day

Happy Republic Day

C. Jayabalan 
New Grand Udhayam Restaurant 

Our democracy is unique. There isn’t another 
one like it, and I want to preserve it for our 
future. Anyone who is an Indian is entitled 
to all of the freedoms that were given to us, 
fought over, died for. I come from a long line 

of patriotic ancestors. Their lessons and sacrifice have taught me 
well.

Let’s celebrate the freedom & rejoice in the spirit of independent 
India. 

Happy Republic Day.
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Some Notable Indian Achievers

103-yr-old Maan Kaur wins Gold Medal at World 
Masters

A whole century and still making 
India proud! 103 year old Biji Mann 
Kaur from Patiala (Punjab) won gold 
for India in the shot put event at the 
World Masters Athletics Championship 
held in Torun, Poland. The World Masters 
Athletics Championships is an Olympic 
style event for senior citizens. 

Previously, Maan Kaur did India proud by winning the 

200m race in the 100-104 age group category not once but 
for the second time. She won the gold by winning the race in 
just 3 minutes and 14.65 seconds. Apart from running events, 
Mann also engaged in the javelin throw and shot put at the 
2017 World Masters Games. Mann’s ambition is quite clear. 
She has set her eyes on the World Masters 2020, which will be 
held in Japan.

Jagdeep Singh, world’s tallest Cop at 7.6 ft

A traffic policeman by the 
name of Jagdeep Singh stands tall 
at 7 feet 6 inches and is considered 
as the tallest policeman not only 
in India but also globally. He has 
been with the police force for 
two decades now. Hailing from 
Amritsar, Jagdeep Singh is even taller than the WWE superstar 
The Great Khali who measures 7 feet 1 inch.

Jagdeep Singh hopes to get his name entered into the 
Guinness World Records and wishes to continue to celebrate 
his height, which he thinks is God’s gift to him, though he 
admits that it has been a challenge at times. 

Major General Madhuri Kanitkar – India's 1st Dean 
of the Armed Forces Medical College

There is nothing in this world that can 
be a hindrance to women for achieving 
great things in life. General Madhuri 
Kanitkar created history by becoming 
the first woman officer in the Indian 
Army to be the Dean of the Armed 
Forces Medical College. 

Gen Madhuri recalls that in her batch, 20 girls passed 
and went for an internship. Post this, some left for marriage. 
Another half of them left after five years of commission 
(short service) and finally for what they call a permanent 
commission, there were just six of them who remained. Of 
all of them, today she is the only one who has remained (in 
the army)! 

Brave Indian Army officer Major Kaustubh Rane 
kills 2 terrorists before receiving bullets in his chest

There is no bigger sacrifice than dying 
for the country. Meet Major Kaustubh 
Rane who showed unmatched 
courage, tenacity and love for the 
motherland. In the fierce encounter on 
the Line Of Control (LOC), the brave 
army officer killed 2 terrorists before 
dying of gunshot wounds. 

Kaustubh Rane, who belonged to the Army’s 36 Rashtriya 
Rifles left his wife Kanika and two-and-a-half-year-old son 
who are residing in their native town in Konkan.

Happy
Republic Day

Happy Republic Day
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IFL Editorial Team

with them
N.C. Mohandoss

Website : www.iflkuwait.com
(www.indianfrontliners.com)

Shares the happiness of

Republic Day
with our community.

Email:  frontlinerskuwait@gmail.com / ncmohandoss@yahoo.com
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